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beginnitig*of all thought worth the name, is Love, and the wise
head never yet was without the generous heart/'

The religion of the Brahmans is a gloomy one ; how can it
indeed be otherwise, when the large majority of the Hindu race
is trodden under foot by the governing caste of priests. The
Brahmans have a finger in everything; in marriage feasts,
at funerals, in all fasts and festivals, the priest must be fed and
feed, no matter what the cost. The ritual, too, is grotesque
and melancholy, while the comparatively low intellectual posi-
tion and seclusion of the female sex must tend to sadden still
further the lives of millions.

Among the Buddhists no such religious tyranny exists* The
priesthood is open to all; indeed, at some period in life almost
every man becomes a priest, it may be only for a week, it may
be for long years, as the profession can be entered into or left
at will. The present King of Burrnah, for instance, wore the
yellow robe of the priesthood before he was called to the throne.
If a young man is disappointed in love, he assumes the garb
of the priest, and carries the alms-bowl, shaves his head, and
, learns long prayers. The repentant robber finds refuge in the

*   temple, and may there purify himself by a life of self-abnega-

'; tion. Every morning the " phoon-gyee/1 clad in his yellow
robe, and carrying Ms alms-bowl, solemnly walks through the

, streets. He speaks to no one, looks neither to the right nor
left; but the bowl is none the less speedily filled with his day's
food, and were it not so he would have to remain hungry. It
is considered an act of high merit to minister to the men who
have turned their backs upon the world, and abjured its
pleasures in order to attain deliverance from desire, and
the ** phoon-gyee's " bowl is never left empty*

{ Benevolence is esteemed the greatest of virtues, and -to-
do BO harm to any living creature is the cardinal maxim of

% Buddhism,    " Receive your thoughts  as guests but your

j$;,cUssires as children/'

jl'lj v One dogma is held alike by .both Buddhist and Hindu, the
of the transmigration of souls.   Both alike thu$ seek

of that most difficult problem of hnma^ity
j,(!lor the great difference in our respective lots;

and another to dishonour ; whv one to health

